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Apparently, Yitzchak’s defense saved the Jewish people. This Aggadah begs the
question: Why was only Yitzchak able to save them? We suggest the following.

The issue~in-this dialogue between HaKadosh Baruch Hu and the forefathers is
whether the Jewish people had, after all, fulfilled their mission in the world, and were
thus worthy of being saved. -

A\jrahha'fr-i;g rission was to influence the entire world to becorme aware of the exis-
tence of One God, Haladosh Bartici Hu, Wherever he went, 710W2 X7, he made
God's existence and His moral law known. Hashem toid him, nriswn 53 32 19723
mnka, Through you all the families of the earth shall be blessed {Bereishis 12:3).
Avraham's descendants, the Jewish people, were to eventually cause the whole world

I} to recognize HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and to live by His moral law. In our dialogue,

HaKadosh Baruch Hu says to Avraham, W&o 593, “Your children have sinned, and
they did not fulfit] their mission.” The world is worse off than ever; it is filled with war,
immorality, crime, depravity, hatred, and non-recognition of HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
The Jewish people-have.failed in influencing the world to follow the moral law of

/ HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and have thus caused a great chillul Hashem in the world.

3
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Sot Avraham says, “If so, my descendants have lost their raison d’etre, so let them
be destroyed.” - . —

HaKadosh Baruch Hu then turns to Yaakov, whose mission was different than
Avraham's. Yaakov's mission was not to convert the whole world, but rather, to
concentrate on the Twelve I{i@éﬁ?ﬁewish nation. But his mission, too, was not
fulfilled. The Jewish nation was to becorne W i3} D373 nay, a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation, but it has not lived up to that standard. Most Jews are not reli-
gious, and are far removed from Yaakov's mission. Officially, the Jewish people are a
nation like any other nation except for a small percent who keep the Torah. Yaakov's
mission has failed, so he, too, teills HaKadaosh Baruch Hu, “if so, my descendants
have lost their raison d’etre, so let them be destroyed.”

Then, finally, HaKadosh Baruch Hu turns to Yitzchak, our middle forefather. He
was a lonely figure in the world. After the Akeidah, he was literally a korban, and
becarne withdrawrs arid devoted to the worship of HaKadosh Baruch Hu for the rest
of his life. He was the quinféssential private Zaddik. He was never charged with
converting the world or even the entire Jewish nation. Yet, it was Yitzchak who saved
the Jewish people.

Yitzchak represents the individual tzaddikim of the Jewish people who devoted
their entifé Tives to the quiet service of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, concentrating only
on the private worship of Hashem and an intense, ini-depth association with Him and
His-Torah. These types never ceased 0 exist among our nation even in its darkest
periods. T -~

" This, then, is what is meant by nyy 77773 X2 Xnyp *202 X9, The Jewish people
is saved not because it has lived up to the mission of the “grandfather” Avraharn,

Y| and not because it lived up to the mission of the “child,” Yaakov. It did neither.
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Rather, the Jewish people is saved in the merit of the middle forefather Yitzchak, the
prototype of the individual tzaddik who has always existed throughout the millennia
of our galus history. It is in the merit of these “Yitzchaks,” says the (Gemara, that our
people will be saved.

We allude to the merit of these “Yitzchaks” among us throughout the ages in cur
Nishmas tefiliah on Shabbos mornings. The first letters of the descriptions of these
righteous people form the word prix» 1igbm qi3nn Spr 1y =37 SP00R o By
WIRRR oWTR 3p npinnn 0T ren.

Throughout the ages the Jewish people had thousands of God-fearing men,
women, and children, some of whom were 0™, some of whom were D™y, some
of whom were D" 193, and some of whom were O/i1p. Each one specialized in his
or her own approach to serving HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

It was Yitzchak's argument that saved the Jewish people. He defended them by
saying, “This is a wonderful nation You have which produces such great people.
Your nation has produced tens, hundreds of thousands of individuals who keep Your
Torah and mitzuos, whose children learn Torah, and who are totally devoted to your
service. This nation is certainly warthy of being redeemed.” So when Mashiach
romes it will he in the merit of the riahteous individuals of the Jewish peoble who
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people is redeemed, Avraham's and Yaakov's mission will aiso be fulfilled. First,

Yaakov's entire nation will become the ideal people that was his mission to pro

duce.

Then, eventually, Avraham’s mission, 1 DY NP will also become a reality, when
the entire world recognizes HaKadosh Baruch Hu and His moral law for mankind.
‘v This, then, is the general interpretation of this Aggaidah. To be sure, there is more
to the details of Yitzchak’s “argument” than we have explained here, but for our pur-
poses in connection with our pasuk here, the meining is as we have sugdested. (See
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